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3. Commercial/industrial self-supplied groundwater users. 

After considering the joint nomination by the Sacramento 

Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and the Building 

Industry Association in consultation with 

commercial/industrial self-supplied groundwater users 

and business organizations that are signatories to the 

Water Forum Agreement, as required by sub-section (b) 

of this Section, the Board shall appoint the representative 

of commercial/industrial self-supplied groundwater users. 

4. Conservation landowners. After considering the 

nomination by conservation landowners holding a fee or 

easement interest in onetwo  thousand five hundred 

(12500) acres or more within the boundaries of the 

Authority Central Basin in consultation with 

environmental and community organizations that are 

signatories to the Water Forum Agreement, as required 

by sub-section (b) of this Section, the Board shall appoint 

the representative of conservation land owners.

5. Omochumne-Hartnell Water District. After considering 

the nomination by the Omochmne-Hartnell Board of 

Directors, as required by sub-section (b) of this Section, 

the Board shall appoint the representative of the 

Omochumne-Hartnell Water District. 
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6. Public agencies that are self-supplied groundwater users. 

After considering the nomination by the Southgate 

Recreation and Park District in consultation with other 

public agencies which are self-supplied groundwater 

users, as required by sub-section (b) of this Section, the 

Board shall appoint the representative of public agencies 

that are self-supplied groundwater users. 

7. Rancho Murieta Community Services District. After 

considering the nomination by the Rancho Murieta 

Community Services District, as required by sub-section 

(b) of this Section 7, the Board shall appoint the 

representative of the Rancho Murieta Community 

Services District. 

8. Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District. After 

considering the nomination by the Sacramento Regional 

County Sanitation District, as required by sub-section (b) 

of this Section, the Board shall appoint the representative 

of the Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District. 

(b) Prior to the appointment of the representatives of the entities 

described in subsections (a)(vi) through (a)(ix) above, those entities shall 

submit a recommended appointment for their respective representatives to 

the appointing authority identified in subsections (a)(vi) through (a)(ix) of 

this Section 7.  The appointing authority shall give consideration to such 

recommendations, but shall retain the absolute discretion to appoint any 
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person satisfying the criteria for appointment set forth in Section 5 of this 

Agreement.

8. Governing Board Voting Requirements.

(a) Each member of the governing board of the Authority shall have one 

vote.  With the exception of fiscal items as set forth in subsections (b) and 

(c) below, an affirmative vote by a majority of all members of the governing 

board is required to approve any item related to implementation of the 

Groundwater Management Plan.

(b) Fiscal items, including, but not limited to, approval of the annual 

budget of the Authority and any expenditures, shall require an affirmative 

vote by a majority of all the members of the governing board that includes 

affirmative votes by all of the representatives of the Cities of Elk Grove, 

Folsom, Rancho Cordova and Sacramento and the County of Sacramento.

(c) Any change in annual contributions necessary to support the work of 

the Authority as set forth in subsection (d) below, shall require an 

affirmative vote of teneleven of the fourteensixteen  members of the 

governing board that includes affirmative votes by all of the representatives 

of the Cities of Elk Grove, Folsom, Rancho Cordova and Sacramento and 

the County of Sacramento.

(d) The Authority shall initially be funded as follows:

(i) An annual contribution by the Cities of Elk Grove, Folsom, 

Rancho Cordova and Sacramento and the County of 

Sacramento in the amount of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) 

each. (These entities shall not be required to pay any additional 
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fee or assessment, such as that described in subsection (d)(ii) 

below.)

(ii) An annual contribution by each of those water purveyors 

represented on the Governing Board, other than the entities 

listed in subsection (d)(i) above, that purvey surface water in 

the amount of six thousand dollars ($6,000.00).

(iii) An annual contribution by each of those water purveyors 

represented on the Governing Board, other than the entities 

listed in subsection (d)(i) above, that utilize groundwater, 

calculated at the rate of two dollars and seven cents ($2.07) per 

acre foot of groundwater pumped from the basin, averaged over 

the three previous years and excluding the first five thousand 

(5000) acre feet pumped in each of those years. 

(iv) An annual contribution by agriculture computed at twenty five 

percent (25%) of the estimated annual pumping (as determined 

by the Sacramento County Water Agency) at the rate of two 

dollars and seven cents 

($2.07) per acre foot and paid out of SCWA Zone 13 funds.

(v) An annual contribution by agriculture/residential groundwater 

users computed at twenty five percent (25%) of the estimated 

annual pumping (as determined by the Sacramento County 

Water Agency) at the rate of two dollars and seven cents 

($2.07) per acre foot and paid out of SCWA Zone 13 funds.
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(vi) All annual funds shall be paid by July 1 of each year, 

commencing on July 1, 2006.  The annual fee for the first year 

after the effective date of this Agreement shall be prorated from 

the date of the last signatory approval establishing the 

Authority.

(e)        The governing board of the Authority may, at its discretion, adjust 

the funding contributions set forth in sub-section (d) above, subject to compliance 

with the voting requirements prescribed in sub-section (c) above.

9. Quorum.  A majority of the members of the governing board shall 

constitute a quorum for purposes of transacting business, except less than a quorum 

may vote to adjourn a meeting.

10. Terms Of Office.  With the exception of the initial term of the 

representatives appointed by the County of Sacramento as described in Section 7 

(a)(ix), the term of office of each member of the governing board the Authority 

shall be for a period of four (4) years.  For the purpose of providing staggered 

terms of office, the term of the initial representatives appointed by the County of 

Sacramento as described in Section 7 (a)(ix) shall be for a period of two (2) years.  

Thereafter, the term of office of each representative appointed by the County of 

Sacramento as described in Section 7 (a)(ix) shall be for a period of four (4) years.  

Each member of the governing board shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing 

body and may be removed as a member of the governing board by the appointing 

body at any time.  If at any time a vacancy occurs on the governing board, a 

replacement shall be appointed to fill the unexpired term of the previous 
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representative pursuant to the provisions of Section 7 of this Agreement within 

ninety (90) days of the date that such position becomes vacant.

11. Alternates.  The City of Elk Grove, the City of Folsom, the City of 

Rancho Cordova, the City of Sacramento and the County of Sacramento, in 

addition to their regular appointments, shall appoint one or more persons with the 

required qualifications to serve as alternate members of the governing board of the 

Authority. The other entities described in Section 7 (a) (vi) through (a) (ix), which 

may nominate their respective representatives, may also nominate one or more 

persons with the required qualifications to serve as alternate members of the 

governing board of the Authority and such alternates shall be appointed pursuant to 

the procedure for regular appointments set forth in Section 7(b) of this Agreement. 

Any such alternates who are appointed as alternates by the appointing authorities 

specified in Section 7(a)(vi) through (a)(ix) shall be empowered to cast votes in the 

absence of the regular members or, in the event of a conflict of interest preventing 

the regular member from voting, to vote because of such a conflict of interest.

12. Organization Of The Authority.  The governing board of the 

Authority shall elect a chair, a vice chair and such other officers as the governing 

board shall find appropriate.  Such officers shall serve for a term of one (1) year 

unless sooner terminated at the pleasure of the governing board.

13. Treasurer, Controller, Clerk and Legal Counsel. 

(a) The County of Sacramento Director of Finance shall act as treasurer and 

controller for the Authority. The controller of the Authority shall cause an 

independent annual audit of the Authority’s finances to be made by a certified 

public accountant in compliance with Government Code Section 6505.  The 
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treasurer of the Authority shall be the depositor and shall have custody of all 

money of the Authority from whatever source.  The controller of the Authority 

shall draw warrants to pay demands against the Authority when the demands have 

been approved by the Authority or by its authorized representative pursuant to any 

delegation of authority adopted by the Authority.  The treasurer and controller shall 

comply strictly with the provisions of statutes relating to their duties found in 

Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 6500) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the 

Government Code.

(b) The governing board of the Authority shall appoint a clerk and legal counsel 

as it deems appropriate.

14. Executive Director.  The governing board of the Authority, with the 

concurrence of the Sacramento County Water Agency, shall appoint an Executive 

Director who shall be responsible to the governing board for the proper and 

efficient administration of the Authority as directed by the governing board 

pursuant to the provisions of this Agreement or of any ordinance, resolution or 

order of the governing board.  In addition to any other duties which may be 

assigned, the Executive Director shall have the following authority:

(a) under the policy direction of the governing board, to plan, organize 

and direct all Authority activities;

(b) to authorize expenditures within the designations and limitations of 

the budget approved by the governing board;

(c) to make recommendations to and requests of the governing board 

concerning any matter which is to be performed, done or carried out by the 

governing board;
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(d) to have the authority to appoint, discipline, assign and otherwise 

supervise and control the activities of any employees or contractors which 

may be hired or retained by the Authority; and

(e) to have charge of, handle and have access to any property of the 

Authority.

15. Meetings.  The Authority shall provide for regular and special 

meetings in accordance with the Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 (commencing 

with Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government Code) or 

with any successor provision.

16. Minutes.  The clerk appointed by the governing body of the Authority 

shall cause to be kept minutes of all meetings of the governing board, and shall 

cause a copy of such minutes to be forwarded to each member of the governing 

board and to the chief administrative officer of each of the signatory agencies.

17. Powers and Functions.

(a) The Authority shall have no power to regulate land use or to engage in 

the retail sale of water. 

(b) Subject to the limitations set forth in subsection (a), the Authority 

shall have any and all powers commonly held by the parties hereto necessary 

or appropriate to regulate groundwater within the boundaries of the 

Authority including, but not limited to, the following powers:

(i) Collect and monitor data on the extraction of groundwater 

from, and the quality of groundwater in, the SASbCentral Basin;
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(ii) Facilitate any Conjunctive Use program the purpose of which is 

to maintain the Sustainable yields in the SASbCentral Basin 

consistent with the GMP;

(iii) Distribute water in exchange for ceasing or reducing 

groundwater extractions;

(iv) Spread, sink and inject water into the SASbCentral Basin;

(v) Store, transport, recapture, recycle, purify, treat or otherwise 

manage and control water for the beneficial use of persons and 

property within the Authority;

(vi) Study and plan ways and means to implement any or all of the 

foregoing powers.

(c) For purposes of exercising the authority set forth in subsection (b), 

and subject to the limitations set forth in subsection (a), the Authority shall 

have the following corporate and political powers:

(i) To sue and be sued in all actions and proceedings in all courts 

and tribunals.

(ii) To adopt a seal and alter it at its discretion.

(iii) For the common benefit of the Authority, to store water in 

underground water basins or reservoirs within and outside the 

Authority, to appropriate water and acquire water rights within or 

outside the Authority, to import water into the Authority, and to 

conserve, or cause the conservation of, water within or outside the 

Authority.
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(iv) To act jointly, or cooperate, with the Federal government or any 

agency thereof, the state, or any county or agency thereof, or any 

political subdivision or district therein, including flood control 

districts, private and public corporations, and any person, so that the 

powers of the Authority may be fully and economically exercised.

(v) To cause taxes, assessments, fees or charges to be levied in 

accordance with applicable State law, and in a manner consistent with 

the GMP to accomplish the purposes of the Authority.

(vi) To require the permitting of groundwater extraction facilities 

within the boundaries of the Authority, to maintain a record of 

extraction with respect to any such facilities, and to require the 

installation of meters on groundwater extraction facilities for the 

purpose of determining the amount of groundwater being extracted 

from the SASbCentral Basin.

(vii) To make contracts, employ labor and to do all acts necessary 

for the full exercise of the Authority’s powers.

(viii) To carry on technical and other investigations of all kinds 

necessary to further the purposes of the Authority.

(ix) To fix rates at which water acquired by the Authority shall be 

sold for replenishment purposes, and to establish different rates for 

different classes of service or conditions of service, provided that the 

rates shall be uniform for like classes and conditions of service.

(x) To participate in any contract under which producers may 

voluntarily agree to use surface water in lieu of groundwater, and to 
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that end the Authority may become a party to the contract and pay 

from Authority funds that portion of the cost of the surface water as 

will encourage the purchase and use of that water in lieu of pumping 

so long as persons or property within the boundaries of the Authority 

are directly or indirectly benefitted by the resulting replenishment of 

the SASbCentral Basin.

(xi) To apply for, accept and receive state, federal or local licenses, 

permits, grants, loans or other aid from any agency of the United 

States, the State of California, or other public or private entity 

necessary or appropriate for the Authority’s full exercise of its 

powers.

18. Budgets.  Within ninety (90) days after the first meeting of the 

governing board of the Authority, and thereafter prior to the commencement of 

each fiscal year (defined as July 1 through June 30), the governing board shall 

adopt a budget for the Authority for the ensuing fiscal year.

19. Adoption of the Central Sacramento County Groundwater 

Management Plan. Within sixty (60) days after the first meeting of the governing 

board of the Authority, the governing board shall consider for adoption the Central 

Sacramento County Groundwater Management Plan (CSCGMP) negotiated by the 

Central Sacramento County Groundwater Forum and dated February, 2006. The 

governing board of the Authority may revise the CSCGMP subsequent to its 

adoption as it deems appropriate. 

20. Implementation of the Well Protection Program. In order to 

facilitate the implementation of the Well Protection Program described in the 
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Central Sacramento County Groundwater Management Plan, within sixty (60) days 

after the first meeting of the governing board of the Authority, the governing board 

shall submit to each of the entities who are signatories to this Agreement, and who 

have land use authority for areas within the boundaries of the Authority where new 

development will or may be served by groundwater, a draft Well Protection Plan 

ordinance to consider for adoption.

21. Termination.  This Agreement shall remain in effect until terminated 

by one of the parties hereto pursuant to this section.  This Agreement may be 

terminated by any of the parties hereto at any time and for any reason by providing 

ninety (90) days written notice of termination to the other parties.  

22. Disposition Of Authority Assets Upon Termination.

(a) In the event of the termination of the Authority where there will be a 

successor public entity which will carry on the functions of the Authority 

and assume its assets, the assets of the Authority shall be transferred to the 

successor public entity.

(b) If there is no successor public entity which will carry on the functions 

of the Authority and assume its assets, the assets shall be returned to the 

parties hereto in proportion to the contribution of each party during the term 

of this Agreement.

(c) If there is a successor public entity which will carry on some of the 

functions of the Authority and assume some of its assets, the assets of the 

Authority shall be allocated by the governing board of the Authority 

between the successor public entity and the parties hereto.
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23. Liabilities.  The debts, liabilities and obligations of the Authority 

shall be the debts, liabilities and obligations of the Authority alone, and not of the 

parties to this Agreement.

24. Rules.  The governing board of the Authority may adopt from time to 

time such rules and regulations for the conduct of its affairs as it deems necessary 

and appropriate.

25. Effective Date.  This agreement and the Authority created under it 

shall become effective when the governing bodies of all of the parties shall have 

authorized its execution.
26. Amendments.  This Agreement may only be amended by the 

affirmative vote of the governing bodies of all of the parties hereto.

28. Liberal Construction.  The provisions of this Agreement shall be 

liberally construed as necessary or reasonably convenient to achieve the purposes 

of the Authority.

29. Liability of Board, Officers and Employees.

(a) The members of the Board, officers, and employees of the Authority 

shall use ordinary care and reasonable diligence in the exercise of their 

powers, and in the performance of their duties pursuant to this Agreement.  

They shall not be liable to the parties to this Agreement for of any mistake of 

judgment or other action made, taken, or omitted by them in good faith, nor 

for any action made, taken, or omitted by any agent, employee, or 

independent contractor selected with reasonable care, nor for loss incurred 

through the investment of the Authority’s funds, or failure to invest the 

same.
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(b) To the extent authorized by California law, no member of the Board, 

officer, or employee of the Authority shall be responsible for any action 

made, taken, or omitted, by any other member of the Board, officer, or 

employee.  No member of the Board, officer, or employee of the Authority 

shall be required to give a bond or other security to guarantee the faithful 

performance of his or her duties pursuant to this Agreement.

(c) The funds of the Authority shall be used to defend, indemnify, and 

hold harmless the Authority and any member of the Board, officer, or 

employee of the Authority for actions taken in good faith and within the 

scope of his or her authority.  Nothing herein shall limit the right of the 

Authority to purchase insurance or to create a self-insurance mechanism to 

provide coverage for the foregoing indemnity.

30. Notices.  Any notices to the parties required by this Agreement shall 

be delivered or mailed, United States Mail first class, postage prepaid, addressed as 

follows:

[Insert Each Party’s and Counsel’s Name]

Notices given under this Agreement shall be deemed to have been received 

at the earlier of actual receipt, or the second business day following deposit in the 

United States mail, as required above.  Any party may amend its address for notice 

by notifying the other parties pursuant to this Section.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto execute this Agreement on 
the date first 

written above.
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[SIGNATURE PAGE FOR CITIES OF ELK GROVE, FOLSOM, 
RANCHO CORDOVA, AND SACRAMENTO, AND COUNTY OF 
SACRAMENTO]



Exhibit A



AGENDA ITEM 8: RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF CARL 
WERDER ON THE SCGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BACKGROUND:

Carl Werder has served as representative for Agricultural-Residential 
groundwater users on the Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority board 
since September 2015. Director Werder’s term will expire this September 
and he has announced that he will not seek re-appointment. As a retired 
volunteer, Director Werder has provided critical time, input, and direction 
during a period of significant change in local groundwater management 
including SCGA’s implementation of the 2014 Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act. Director Werder also volunteered his time to serving on 
the SCGA budget subcommittee over multiple budget cycles, during which 
time an interim funding methodology was developed along with the initiation 
of the on-going rate study process. In recognition of Director Werder’s 
contributions to SCGA over the past five years, staff recommends adopting 
the attached resolution.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt a Resolution recognizing the service of Carl Werder to the 
Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority Board of Directors.

8.8.



RESOLUTION HONORING CARL WERDER FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE SACRAMENTO CENTRAL 
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

WHEREAS, Carl Werder was appointed to the Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority 

(Groundwater Authority) by the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors on September 15, 2015 

to serve as representative for Agricultural-Residential Interests by nomination from the Vineyard 

Community Planning Advisory Council; and 

WHEREAS, Director Werder as a retiree of the US Bureau of Reclamation, graciously 

volunteered his personal time in service of the Groundwater Authority; and 

WHEREAS, Director Werder aptly applied his knowledge of water issues in Sacramento 

and across California gained from his experience at the US Bureau of Reclamation, to his 

deliberations on behalf of the Groundwater Authority ; and 

WHEREAS, Director Werder provided valuable input and direction as a member of the 

Groundwater Authority’s Budget Subcommittee over multiple budget cycles which included the 

development of an interim funding methodology and initiation of a rate study process.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the SCGA Board honors Carl Werder for his 

contributions to the success of Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority. 

On a motion by Director ________________, seconded by Director ________________, the 

foregoing Resolution was passed and adopted by the Board of Directors of the Sacramento 

Central Groundwater Authority this 12th day of August, 2020, by the following vote, to wit: 

AYES: Directors, 

NOES: Directors, 

ABSENT: Directors, 

ABSTAIN: Directors, 



RECUSAL: Directors, 
(PER POLITICAL REFORM ACT (§ 18702.5.) 

______________________________________
Chair of the Board of Directors 

of Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority 

ATTEST: ______________________________________
 Clerk, SCGA



 

 

2020 Sustainable Groundwater Management Watershed 

Coordinator Program Grant 
 

1. Southeast Sacramento County Agency Water Authority (SSCWA) would apply 

for funding for a watershed coordinator to develop and implement watershed 

improvement plans and to support implementation of related groundwater 

sustainability plans developed pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater 

Management Act. 

2. SSCAWA is made up of three Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs), 

Omochumne-Hartnell Water District (OHWD), Galt Irrigation District, Clay 

Water District) including one, OHWD, that represents the areas along the 

Cosumnes River 

3. Possible partners in program would include: 

a. GSAs that are not members of SSCAWA (Sloughhouse Resource 

Conservation District, Sacramento County, the City of Galt, Amador 

Groundwater Management) 

b. Reclamation District 800 

c. Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) 

d. Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority 

e. Cosumnes Coalition 

f. River Partners 

 

4. Goals of the Program 

a. Coordination of GSA activities  

i. Coordinate the recommendations being developed by the 

Cosumnes Subbasin Working Group as documented in the 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) due January 31, 2022 

ii. The GSP will most likely include multi-benefit projects, 

specifically groundwater recharge projects that will have 

ecosystem and flood control benefits. Implementation activities for 

GSP identified projects will require tremendous coordination of 

GSAs, other organizations, and local watershed groups. 

iii. Assist in development of surface water monitoring protocols and 

coordination of surface water monitoring 

iv. Coordination of groundwater monitoring among multiple GSAs, 

environmental groups, and local landowners 

v. Help identify develop sources of funding for implementation of 

projects identified in the GSP, river restoration, ecosystem 

improvements, flood control, and water conservation (both 

agricultural and urban) 

b. Coordination of Partner activities 

i. Support of SAFCA efforts to determine areas to accept floodwaters 

for groundwater recharge 

ii. Support RD 800 in developing a flood management program that 

may include ecosystem restoration, spreading basins, weirs, or 

other activities 

9.



 

 

iii. Development of priority areas for watershed improvements 

iv. Coordination of surface water and groundwater augmentation 

activities, including  

1. surface water in lieu of groundwater pumping,  

2. coordination of groundwater recharge activities with 

interconnected groundwater dependent ecosystems 

3. Coordination between Cosumnes Basin and South 

American Basin 

 

 

 



AGENDA ITEM 10: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

a) Regional Water Authority Transition Update
b) GEI Contract
c) Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority Board Appointments

10.



AGENDA ITEM 12: Letter To SCGA Re. Groundwater Substitution Transfers From Elk 
Grove Water District, July 27, 2020

12.12.



 9257 Elk Grove Blvd.  Elk Grove, CA 95624 (916) 685-3556 Fax (916) 685-5376 
 

 

 
 
 
 
July 27, 2020 
 
 
John Woodling      
Interim Executive Director      
Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority     
827 7th Street   
Sacramento, CA  95814    
 
 
GROUNDWATER SUBSTITUTION TRANSFERS FROM THE SOUTH AMERICAN 
SUBBASIN             
 
 
On July 6, 2020, the City of Sacramento (City) received notice from the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Water Board), Division of Water Rights, that the City’s 
application for temporary transfer of up to 14,000 acre-feet of water to State Water 
Contractor (SWC) agencies was approved.  The City proposes to transfer water to SWC 
agencies by means of groundwater substitution.  Of the 14,000 acre-feet of water 
transferred, 4,000 acre-feet would be groundwater pumped from the South American 
Subbasin (Basin).  The Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority (SCGA) serves as a 
groundwater sustainability agency (GSA) responsible for sustainably managing the 
Basin. Therefore, any impacts to the Basin as a result of the approved groundwater 
substitution transfer will fall on the responsibility of SCGA. 
 
During the comment period provided by the State Water Board, the Florin Resource 
Conservation District/Elk Grove Water District (FRCD/EGWD) provided comments on this 
matter in a letter through its attorney at Baker, Manock & Jensen. Our comments contend 
that there has not been a sufficient study conducted by SCGA to determine if groundwater 
extractions for water transfers out of the Basin would result in adverse impacts to the 
Basin.  We indicated that there has been no data collected, no environmental review, and 
no establishment of a groundwater banking program or water accounting framework to 
assess the viability of a groundwater substitution transfer. 
 
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) established specific criteria that 
GSAs must comply with in sustainably managing a groundwater basin. The 2006 
Groundwater Management Plan that SCGA currently uses for Basin management is 
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outdated and does not meet the criteria of SGMA.  As you are aware, SCGA is in the 
process of developing a groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) that will meet the 
requirements of SGMA.  The development of the GSP should address groundwater 
substitution transfers out of the Basin and establish policies and procedures to regulate 
such transfers. 
 
In reviewing the State Water Board Division of Rights’ response entitled, “In the Matter of 
Permit 11360 (Application 12622) Petition for Temporary Change Involving the Transfer 
of Up to 14,000 Acre-Feet of Water from City of Sacramento to State Water Contractor 
Agencies” (SWB Response), the State Water Board identifies in its response that GSAs 
play a primary role in groundwater substitution transfers. On page 9 of the SWB 
Response, it states: 

  
“SGMA requires GSAs to consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of 
groundwater, including groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDEs), during the 
development and implementation of GSPs pursuant to Water Code section 
10723.2.  The Sacramento transfer is coordinated with the Sacramento 
Groundwater Authority (SGA) and SCGA, who are the GSAs for the North 
American and South American Subbasins, respectively, that cover the transfer.  
The State Water Board agrees that early coordination with GSAs will help 
determine whether water transfer activities in a basin have potential impacts on 
GDEs, and GSPs should consider these impacts in the development of 
sustainability goals, minimum thresholds, and measurable objectives for 
comprehensive sustainable management criteria.”  

 
In essence, the State Water Board appears to be giving deference to local GSAs to make 
determinations on water transfer activities relative to potential impacts to the Basin and 
GDEs.  Unfortunately, that did not occur. 
 
The City notified SCGA of the water transfer by letter dated April 28, 2020.  On May 1, 
2020, three (3) days after the City’s notification letter to SCGA, the City filed with the State 
Water Board the petition for a temporary transfer of up to 14,000 acre-feet.  By these 
actions, the City prevented any early coordination with SCGA.  In fact, we believe that the 
City willfully avoided coordination, as this item was not on the SCGA Board agenda for 
action, but only as a correspondence item.  This left the SCGA Board of Directors 
unprepared, with inadequate information on this topic, and unable to take action on the 
matter before them.  All three (3) agencies (City of Sacramento, Golden State Water 
Company and Sacramento County) involved in the water transfer from the Basin, through 
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5. The SCGA should execute a cost/profit sharing agreement with any parties 
requesting to transfer groundwater or do a groundwater substitution.  SCGA 
should receive a portion of the net revenues, since groundwater is a resource that 
will be managed by the SCGA.  SCGA and the transferring parties could jointly find 
willing buyers and construct and execute the appropriate agreements with the 
buyer(s) and the State or Federal Agencies involved. 

 
SCGA must assume a regulatory role in governing groundwater substitution transfers. 
The FRCD/EGWD requests that SCGA incorporate into its developing GSP the actions 
as listed above.  It is refreshing that the State is following their commitment to grant local 
control, but SCGA must step up and accept that responsibility if that is to continue. 
 
We understand that SCGA has significant technical and public outreach work ahead, in 
working with the other GSAs to develop a GSP for the Basin.  It is also the responsibility 
of the SCGA to develop policies that will guide development and implementation of a GSP 
pursuant to SGMA. It is imperative, however, that the GSP address any groundwater 
substitution transfers out of the Basin in a manner that reflects the concerns above.  Once 
again, until the impact of groundwater substitution transfers on the Basin is 
comprehensively studied, SCGA should oppose, or perhaps adopt a policy that does not 
allow, groundwater substitution transfers from the Basin.    
 
Please do not hesitate to call me at (916) 685-3556 if you have any questions or require 
additional information. 
 
 
 
 
MARK J. MADISON 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 
MJM/bk 
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NEW SGM Grant Program Draft Proposal Solicitation Package: Public Comment Open and
Meeting Scheduled
Public comment is open for the draft Proposal Solicitation Package for the Department of Water
Resources’ (DWR)  Sustainable Groundwater Management (SGM) Grant Program.

During the first round of funding, $26 million will be available for critically overdrafted basins for
projects that will assist with the implementation of groundwater sustainability plans (GSPs). A
second round of funding will be available beginning in 2022 and will have approximately $62



million available for projects for high- and medium-priority basins.

Public Webinar Meeting
September 3, 2020
10 a.m. to Noon
The meeting will be recorded for later viewing.
Register
 

Public Comment
Comments can be emailed to Kelley List at SGWP@water.ca.gov.
 

Comments can be mailed to:
Kelley List
DWR Financial Assistance Branch
Division of Regional Assistance
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 95814
 
Public comment ends September 18, 2020. DWR will release the final version and solicit
proposals after reviewing submitted comments.

For questions, please email SGWP@water.ca.gov.

NEW Federal WaterSMART Water and Energy Efficiency Grants Offered
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation announced WaterSMART Water and Energy Efficiency Grants for
Fiscal Year 2021. The matching grants provide funding to irrigation districts, water districts,
tribes, states, and other entities with water or power delivery authority. Hydropower and water
conservation projects are eligible for funding.
 

Applications are due September 17, 2020. 
 

For more information, view the Bureau of Reclamation announcement.

NEW SGMA Watershed Coordinator Grant Program Holds Workshops
The California Department of Conservation will host one-hour workshops to answer questions
about the SGMA Watershed Coordinator Grant Program application.
 

The grants fund watershed coordinator positions and projects in high- and medium-priority
basins. Special districts, groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs), GSAs with approved
alternatives, nonprofit groups, local governments, and tribes may apply.
 

Workshops
August 6, 2020, at 2:30 p.m.
August 11, 2020, at 1 p.m.
 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2845700328374977036
mailto:SGWP@water.ca.gov
mailto:SGWP@water.ca.gov
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=327729
https://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=71343
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/grant-programs/watershed


Grant applications are due September 15, 2020.
 

For questions and workshop registration, email wcp@conservation.ca.gov or call (916) 324-0850.

NEW Read DWR Articles on Groundwater Level Change Maps and Stream Gages
New articles on Seasonal Maps Provide Snapshot of State Groundwater Levels and Stream Gages
Help Californians Better Understand Water Resources are available on the DWR website. The
projects highlighted in the articles are part of DWR’s technical assistance offered to GSAs
implementing the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. 
 

Additional articles can be viewed on the DWR Updates webpage.

REMINDER Public Meetings Can Be Held Remotely During Pandemic
Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-25-20 encourages elected officials to conduct public
meetings by teleconference or other electronic venue during the pandemic. The order
temporarily waives requirements in the Bagley-Keene Act and Brown Act as long as specific
requirements are met. The order applies to GSAs and others involved in the implementation of
SGMA. 

REMINDER Written Translation Services Available 
DWR’s written translation service is available to help with communication to non-English
speaking constituents. Translation services for materials are available in Chinese, Hmong, Korean,
Laotian, Punjabi, Spanish, Tagalog, and Vietnamese.  
 
For details, visit the Written Translation tab on the Assistance and Engagement webpage.   

REMINDER Submit Your GSP Initial Notification 
Before starting a GSP, agencies are required to notify DWR in writing using the SGMA Portal –
GSP Initial Notification System. The portal allows edits to be made to previously submitted Initial
Notifications, including the ability to withdraw a submittal.  
 
For more information, contact the regional coordinators in DWR's four Regional Offices. For
assistance with the system, email monica.reis@water.ca.gov. 

Connect with Your Basin Point of Contact 
DWR has designated basin points of contact to assist local agencies as they develop and
implement their plans and to assist with applications for Technical Support Services and
Facilitation Support Services. 
 
Northern Region 
North Central Region 
South Central Region 
Southern Region 
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https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Assistance-and-Engagement/Files/Basin-Points-of-Contact/NCRO_POC_ay-19.pdf?la=en&hash=85395D791B06F0E1178501B7AC47582DC01BD58C
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Assistance-and-Engagement/Files/Basin-Points-of-Contact/SCRO_POC_ay-19.pdf?la=en&hash=F165C6716BCAEEAE40AEC8F404C0685210F56902
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Assistance-and-Engagement/Files/Basin-Points-of-Contact/SRO_POC_ay-19.pdf?la=en&hash=1B16F795628796E4E48C53CB5ECF1F54C7E6975C


For regional inquiries, contact sgmp_rc@water.ca.gov. 
For general inquiries, contact sgmps@water.ca.gov.  

You are receiving this email because you subscribed to receive updates from the Department of
Water Resources’ Sustainable Groundwater Management Office. Subscribe or Unsubscribe.
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