
protecting public health and the environment. The entities 
implementing these directives or conducting activities under this 
suspension shall maintain on their websites a list of all activities or 
approvals for which these provisions are suspended. 

6. To support voluntary approaches to improve fish habitat that would 
require change petitions under Water Code section 1707 and either 
Water Code sections 1425 through 1432 or Water Code sections 1725 
through 1732, and where the primary purpose is to improve conditions 
for fish, the Water Board shall expeditiously consider petitions that add 
a fish and wildlife beneficial use or point of diversion and place of 
storage to improve conditions for anadromous fish. California Code of 
Regulations, title 23, section 1064, subdivisions ( a) ( 1) (A) (i)-(ii) are 
suspended with respect to any petition that is subject to this 
paragraph. 

7. To facilitate the hauling of water for domestic use by local 
communities and domestic water users threatened with the loss of 
water supply or degraded water quality resulting from drought, any 
ordinance, regulation, prohibition, policy, or requirement of any kind 
adopted by a public agency that prohibits the hauling of water out of 
the water's basin of origin or a public agency's jurisdiction is hereby 
suspended. The suspension authorized pursuant to this paragraph shall 
be limited to the hauling of water by truck or bottle to be used for 
human consumption, cooking, or sanitation in communities or 
residences threatened with the loss of affordable safe drinking water. 
Nothing in this paragraph limits any public health or safety requirement 
to ensure the safety of hauled water. 

8. The Water Board shall expand inspections to determine whether illegal 
diversions or wasteful or unreasonable use of water are occurring and 
bring enforcement actions against illegal diverters and those engaging 
in the wasteful and unreasonable use of water. When access is not 
granted by a property owner, the Water Board may obtain an 
inspection warrant pursuant to the procedures set forth in Title 13 
(commencing with section 1822.50) of Part 3 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure for the purposes of conducting an inspection pursuant to 
this directive. 

9. To protect health, safety, and the environment during this drought 
emergency, a county, city, or other public agency shall not: 

a. Approve a permit for a new groundwater well or for alteration of 
an existing well in a basin subject to the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act and classified as medium- or 
high-priority without first obtaining written verification from a 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency managing the basin or area 
of the basin where the well is proposed to be located that 
groundwater extraction by the proposed well would not be 
inconsistent with any sustainable groundwater management 
program established in any applicable Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan adopted by that Groundwater Sustainability 



Agency and would not decrease the likelihood of achieving a 
sustainability goal for the basin covered by such a plan; or 

b. Issue a permit for a new groundwater well or for alteration of an 
existing well without first determining that extraction of 
groundwater from the proposed well is (1) not likely to interfere 
with the production and functioning of existing nearby wells, and 
(2) not likely to cause subsidence that would adversely impact or 
damage nearby infrastructure. 

This paragraph shall not apply to permits for wells that will provide less 
than two acre-feet per year of groundwater for individual domestic 
users, or that will exclusively provide groundwater to public water 
supply systems as defined in section 116275 of the Health and Safety 
Code. 

10. To address household or small community drinking water shortages 
dependent upon groundwater wells that have failed due to drought 
conditions, the Department of Water Resources shall work with other 
state agencies to investigate expedited regulatory pathways to 
modify, repair, or reconstruct failed household or small community or 
public supply wells, while recognizing the need to ensure the 
sustainability of such wells as provided for in paragraph 9. 

11. State agencies shall collaborate with tribes and federal, regiona l, 
and local agencies on actions related to promoting groundwater 
recharge and increasing storage. 

12. To help advance groundwater recharge projects, and to 
demonstrate the feasibility of projects that can use available high 
water flows to recharge local groundwater while minimizing flood 
risks, the Water Board and Regional Water Quality Control Boards 
shall prioritize water right permits, water quality certifications, waste 
discharge requirements, and conditional waivers of waste discharge 
requirements to accelerate approvals for projects that enhance the 
ability of a local or state agency to capture high precipitation events 
for local storage or recharge, consistent with water right priorities and 
protections for fish and wildlife. For the purposes of carrying out this 
paragraph, Division 13 (commencing with section 21000) of the 
Public Resources Code and regulations adopted pursuant to that 
Division, and Chapter 3 ( commencing with section 85225) of Part 3 of 
Division 35 of the Water Code and regulations adopted pursuant 
thereto are hereby suspended to the extent necessary to address the 
impacts of the drought. This suspension applies to (a) any actions 
taken by state agencies, (b) any actions taken by local agencies 
where the state agency with primary responsibility for the 
implementation of the directives concurs that local action is required, 
and (c) permits necessary to carry out actions under (a) or (b). The 
entities implementing these directives shall maintain on their websites 
a list of all activities or approvals for which these provisions are 
suspended. 

13. With respect to recharge projects under either Flood-Managed 
Aquifer Recharge or the Department of Water Resources Sustainable 



Groundwater Management Grant Program occurring on open and 
working lands to replenish and store water in groundwater basins that 
will help mitigate groundwater conditions impacted by drought, for 
any (a) actions taken by state agencies, (b) actions taken by a local 
agency where the Department of Water Resources concurs that 
local action is required, and (c) permits necessary to carry out 
actions under (a) or (b), Public Resources Code, Division 13 
(commencing with section 21000) and regulations adopted pursuant 
to that Division are hereby suspended to the extent necessary to 
address the impacts of the drought. The entities implementing these 
directives shall maintain on their websites a list of all activities or 
approvals for which these provisions are suspended. 

14. To increase resilience of.state water supplies during prolonged 
drought conditions, the Department of Water Resources shall prepare 
for the potential creation and implementation of a multi-year transfer 
program pilot project for the purpose of acquiring water from willing 
partners and storing and conveying water to areas of need. 

15. By April 15, 2022, state agencies shall submit to the Department of 
Finance for my consideration proposals to mitigate the worsening 
effects of severe drought, including emergency assistance to 
communities and households and others facing water shortages as a 
result of the drought, facilitation of groundwater recharge and 
wastewater recycling, improvements in water use efficiency, 
protection of fish and wildlife, mitigation of drought-related 
economic or water-supply disruption, and other potential investments 
to support short- and long-term drought response. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that as soon as hereafter possible, this Order be 
filed in the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and 
notice be given of this Order. 

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of 
California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or any other 
person. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of California to be affixed this 28th 
day of March 2022. 

I I 
,:, .l · I' 

t ( .1 I 
l~~-~--

GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D. 
Secretary of State 
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Updates from the Department of Water Resources’ Sustainable Groundwater Management Office.
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·   Statewide Airborne Electromagnetic Surveys and March 2022 Education Day
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·   ONGOING: Groundwater Sustainability Plan Annual Reports Due by April 1, 2022
·   ONGOING: 2022 Groundwater Sustainability Plans Currently Available for Public Comment

Upcoming News and Events
·   Water Shortage Contingency Plan Template Development for Small Water Suppliers, April 20, 2022

General Reminders
·   Reminder to Update Your Point of Contact Information in DWR’s SGMA Portal
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·   Connect With Your Basin Point of Contact
·   Groundwater Exchange Shares Information and Resources

                       
Sustainable Groundwater Management News

 
NEW Groundwater Conditions Report – Water Year 2021 Released
On March 11, 2022, the Department of Water Resources (DWR, Department) released Groundwater
Conditions Report – Water Year 2021. The report summarizes groundwater conditions across California and
includes information on groundwater levels, land subsidence, new well infrastructure, and dry well reports.
The reported information is based on available data from DWR databases, as of January 14, 2022. To view
the latest groundwater conditions, please visit California’s Groundwater Live.
 
For questions or more information about the report, please email calgw@water.ca.gov.

 

NEW Statewide Airborne Electromagnetic Surveys and March 2022 Education Day

mailto:sgmps@WATER.CA.GOV
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwater.ca.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FDWR-Website%2FWeb-Pages%2FPrograms%2FGroundwater-Management%2FData-and-Tools%2FFiles%2FStatewide-Reports%2FGroundwater-Conditions-Report-Fall-2021.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C36fdb6a536a74ef85ef608da10d0ae9c%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637840785706110401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2Bczio7N40C%2FwFAI0Edh86cCAdSjhu0GCxi7T0I60%2F%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwater.ca.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FDWR-Website%2FWeb-Pages%2FPrograms%2FGroundwater-Management%2FData-and-Tools%2FFiles%2FStatewide-Reports%2FGroundwater-Conditions-Report-Fall-2021.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C36fdb6a536a74ef85ef608da10d0ae9c%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637840785706110401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2Bczio7N40C%2FwFAI0Edh86cCAdSjhu0GCxi7T0I60%2F%2FM%3D&reserved=0
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DWR is conducting airborne electromagnetic (AEM) surveys in California’s high- and medium-priority
groundwater basins, where data collection is feasible, to assist local water managers as they implement
SGMA to manage groundwater for long term sustainability. AEM surveys in the Central San Joaquin Valley
began in early March 2022 and will start in the Sacramento Valley beginning in mid-April.  
 
DWR staff from the Sustainable Groundwater Management Office hosted a webinar and joined DWR staff
from the South Central Region Office for an Education Day field event in the Fresno area. The March field
event was open to students and faculty from Fresno State and other San Joaquin Valley Universities and
Colleges. This field event provided an educational opportunity to receive an in-person overview of the AEM
equipment and a fly-by demonstration.
 
Please check the AEM Survey Schedule webpage for the latest schedule information and for more
information about AEM, check out “DWR’s Airborne Electromagnetic (AEM) Surveys: The AEM Method”
video in English and Spanish.

 

NEW Monitoring Network Module Review for 2022 Groundwater Sustainability Plans
The Department emailed the Plan Manager or Point of Contact, for basins or subbasins (basin) with recently
submitted groundwater sustainability plans (GSPs), which contained an export of their basin’s groundwater
level monitoring network in the SGMA Portal’s Monitoring Network Module (MNM). The Department is
requesting that groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs) within these basins compare the monitoring
network information within the exported spreadsheet and the GSP PDF document to fix any inconsistencies.
GSAs should update MNM information directly within the exported spreadsheet and send it back to the
Department, via the GSPSubmittal@water.ca.gov email, by April 29th, 2022.
 
For additional information or questions, please contact the Department at GSPSubmittal@water.ca.gov.

 

ONGOING Groundwater Sustainability Plan Annual Reports Due by April 1, 2022
 

Basins with a submitted GSP or an Alternative to a GSP are required to submit annual reports to DWR by April
1 every year. Annual reports provide information for the prior water year (October 1 through September 30).
Requirements for the report are described in the GSP Regulations. The reports can be viewed by the public
once they are submitted on the SGMA Portal.
 
Downloadable templates for basin-wide data are available on the SGMA Portal Resources and must be
submitted with the annual report. For questions or more information, email GSPSubmittal@water.ca.gov.
 
Additional resources are also available:

Annual Report Elements Guide
GSP Annual Report Module User Manual

 
Public View of Submitted Annual Reports
All submitted Annual Reports and associated data will be available to view and download on the SGMA
Portal. New functionality when viewing submitted Annual Reports include hyperlinks to individual
groundwater well hydrographs under “Section F Monitoring Network Module”.

GSP Annual Reports
Alternative Annual Reports

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgis.water.ca.gov%2Fapp%2FAEM-schedule&data=04%7C01%7C%7C085f14e471ec4937731208d9f0c6e583%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637805559595894821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nHYz%2BeRmyEgdg2XvTX4GirdP2tsIMY8fJqwyU6%2Fu%2F2A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHMSZdzz0rUE&data=04%7C01%7C%7C981ecb8e1b8e4d5be36808d926cc20b5%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637583480439971088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lEjRaxPvuCaE4HKzdKonys%2FPWO8niFMAH1dbmkZnzDo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FT-vH9h9SdNg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C981ecb8e1b8e4d5be36808d926cc20b5%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637583480439971088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HJpcmp%2BK2hUwwCS%2BEnqX8ITWCVyfkng%2B9FK%2BVkXVHZ4%3D&reserved=0
https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/#intro
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsgma.water.ca.gov%2Fportal%2F%23intro&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccc86d912fdfb406d99b508d9cc9c2f20%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637765793587059360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PfXiEYSJqXcUZcXl82fcl54I57FFnkPGHa%2F19qgxQuA%3D&reserved=0
https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/resources
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsgma.water.ca.gov%2Fportal%2Fresources%2Fdata%2Fgsp_annualreport%2Fpublic%2FGSP_Annual_Reporting_Elements_Guide.xlsx&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccc86d912fdfb406d99b508d9cc9c2f20%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637765793587069318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=U0SK0xiOI6l3whfm1hGldTe1iNVArrJtU6I9r%2FCaMgY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsgma.water.ca.gov%2Fportal%2Fresources%2Fdata%2Fgsp_annualreport%2Fpublic%2FGSP%2520Annual%2520Reporting%2520Module%2520User%2520Manual.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccc86d912fdfb406d99b508d9cc9c2f20%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637765793587069318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yi7xu%2BfnTTXptUqTTBXmHb12xRG1L6VROGQqnqj%2FgW0%3D&reserved=0
https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/gspar/submitted
https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/alternative/annualreport/submitted


 
For questions or more information, email sgmps@water.ca.gov.
 

ONGOING 2022 Groundwater Sustainability Plans Currently Available for Public Comment
 

GSPs that have been submitted to the Department are online at the DWR SGMA Portal. These plans are open
to public comment for 75 days after the posted date. The End of Public Comment Period date for each GSP
can be found on the SGMA Portal.
 
Information about how to comment on the plans can be found in a fact sheet in both English and Spanish.
Public comments are welcomed and encouraged. A SGMA Portal account is not necessary to submit
comments.
 
For questions or more information, email sgmps@water.ca.gov.
 

 

Upcoming News and Events
 
UPCOMING Water Shortage Contingency Plan Template Development for Small Water Suppliers, April 20,
2022
 

DWR, in collaboration with the State Water Board, is hosting a series of stakeholder meetings to inform the
development of an abridged Water Shortage Contingency Plan (WSCP) template as part of a comprehensive
effort to assist small water systems in meeting new requirements outlined in Senate Bill 552.
 
At this first meeting, DWR and State Water Board staff will provide an overview of the legislation
requirements, review a proposed abridged WSCP template outline, and solicit participants input on the
template content and function.
 
When: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at 02:00 PM
Register for this event, here.
 

 
General Reminders

 
REMINDER Update Your GSA and GSP Manager Point of Contact Information in DWR’s SGMA Portal
 

If your GSA and/or GSP Plan Manager Point of Contact (POC) is not current, or you are not sure, please visit
the SGMA Portal to ensure that your contact information is up-to-date. When logged in, the Portal allows
edits to be made to previously submitted contact information.  
 
If you have SGMA Portal questions, please email them to: GSPSubmittal@water.ca.gov.
 

REMINDER Groundwater Elevation Monitoring Data Submission Reminder
 

California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) Program Monitoring Entities (MEs) and
GSAs are required to collect groundwater elevation measurements from their monitoring networks and
submit the information to DWR. Please be sure to submit all monitoring data for spring 2022 to the CASGEM

mailto:sgmps@water.ca.gov
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Online System or the SGMA Portal’s Monitoring Network Module (MNM).  
 
As a reminder, following the submittal of a GSP to the DWR, CASGEM MEs are no longer required to report
seasonal groundwater elevation readings to the CASGEM Online System, instead GSAs will be responsible for
submitting groundwater elevations to the MNM. Please note that CASGEM MEs may continue to voluntarily
upload data into the CASGEM Online System from wells not included in a GSP.
 
For additional information or questions regarding the submittal of groundwater data to CASGEM, please
contact us at CASGEM@water.ca.gov or at GSPSubmittal@water.ca.gov regarding information or questions
pertaining to the MNM.
 

REMINDER Information on Transition to SGMA Portal’s Monitoring Network Module
 

GSAs submitting GSPs must upload all monitoring sites to the SGMA Portal’s MNM prior to the GSP submittal
due date. Wells currently in the CASGEM Online System can be migrated directly to the MNM, while new
wells will need to be added to the MNM manually or through a batch upload. Please review the CASGEM to
MNM Transition FAQ or GSP Reporting System and MNM User Manual for information and guidance
regarding the transition.
 
For additional information or questions about migrating wells from CASGEM to the MNM or uploading
monitoring sites to the MNM, please contact us at GSPSubmittal@water.ca.gov.
 

REMINDER Written Translation Services Available 
 

DWR’s written translation service is available to help with communication to non-English
speaking constituents. Translation services for materials are available in Chinese, Hmong, Korean, Laotian,
Punjabi, Spanish, Tagalog, and Vietnamese. Applicants can submit written translation requests for up to
5,000 words per basin/subbasin.
 
For details, visit the Written Translation tab on the Assistance and Engagement webpage. 
 

REMINDER Facilitation Support Services Available 
 

DWR’s facilitation support service is available to help local agencies work through challenging water
management situations. This service provides the help of professional facilitators to foster discussions among
diverse water management interests and local agencies when developing and implementing GSPs.
 
For details, visit the Facilitation Support tab on the Assistance and Engagement webpage. 
 

Connect with Your Basin Point of Contact 
 

DWR has designated basin points of contact to assist local agencies as they develop and implement their
plans and to assist with applications for Technical Support Services and Facilitation Support Services. 
 

Northern Region
North Central Region
South Central Region
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Southern Region
 

For regional inquiries, contact sgmp_rc@water.ca.gov. 
For general inquiries, contact sgmps@water.ca.gov.
 

Groundwater Exchange Shares Information and Resources
 

Maven’s Notebook’s Groundwater Exchange is a central, collaborative, and publicly accessible online
resource center connecting water managers, water users, and community members with tools and resources
to support the development and implementation of GSPs. ​While not a DWR website, DWR representatives
have been on the Exchange’s Advisory Board since its inception as it supports the sharing of information and
resources for SGMA implementation.
 

 
 

You are receiving this email because you subscribed to receive updates from the Department of Water
Resources’ Sustainable Groundwater Management Office. Subscribe or Unsubscribe.
 

 

California remains in a severe drought! Save Water. Learn more at www.saveourwater.com.
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