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AGENDA
SACRAMENTO CENTRAL GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(TELECONFERENCE-VIDEO)
  Wednesday, July 08, 2020; 9:00 AM

*******************************************************
ANNOUNCEMENT 

In compliance with directives of the County, State, and Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), this meeting is live stream and closed to the public. 
Temporary procedures are subject to change pursuant to guidelines related to 
social distancing and minimizing person-to-person contact.

Members of the public are encouraged to submit public comments electronically.  
Public comments will be distributed to members of the Board and filed in the 
meeting record. Public comments may be related to a specific agenda item number 
or for a matter that is not posted on the agenda, referred to as an “off agenda” 
item.

How to make an electronic public comment
 Email BoardClerk@saccounty.net. Include agenda item number. First and last 

name optional.
 Mail or drop off at 700 H Street, Suite 2450, Sacramento, California 95814.

View or Listen to the Meeting
The meeting will be streamed live through BlueJeans Events. Members of the public 
may watch and/or listen to the meeting as follows:

• Video/Audio from a PC: https://primetime.bluejeans.com/a2m/live-
event/axyxzfvg 

• Video/Audio from a mobile device https://primetime.bluejeans.com/a2m/live-
event/axyxzfvg (Enter Event ID Code: axyxzfvg)

• Teleconference (audio only) dial:  (415) 466-7000  (Enter PIN Code: 
4733203#)

How to access meeting material
The on-line version of the agenda and associated material is available at 
https://scgah2o.saccounty.net (click “Meeting Notices”).  Some documents may not 
be posted on-line because of size or format (maps, site plans, renderings).  Contact 
the Clerk's Office at (916) 874-5411 to obtain copies of documents.

How to request an accommodation
Requests for accommodations pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
should be made with the Clerk of the Board by telephone at (916) 874-5411 (voice) 
and CA Relay Services 711 (for the hearing impaired) or BoardClerk@saccounty.net 
prior to the meeting.

mailto:BoardClerk@saccounty.net
https://primetime.bluejeans.com/a2m/live-event/axyxzfvg
https://primetime.bluejeans.com/a2m/live-event/axyxzfvg
https://primetime.bluejeans.com/a2m/live-event/axyxzfvg
https://primetime.bluejeans.com/a2m/live-event/axyxzfvg
https://scgah2o.saccounty.net/
mailto:BoardClerk@saccounty.net
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******************************************************

SCGA BOARD MEMBERS: City of Elk Grove Bob Murdoch (Alternates - Amittoj 
Thandi), City of Folsom Marcus Yasutake (Alternates –Chair Todd Eising, Kerri 
Howell), City of Rancho Cordova Albert Stricker (Alternate – Dalia Fadl), City of 
Sacramento Bill Busath (Alternate – Brett Ewart), County of 
Sacramento/Sacramento County Water Agency Don Nottoli (Alternate – Forrest 
Williams Jr.), Elk Grove Water District/Florin Resources Conservation District Mark 
Madison (Alternate – Bruce Kamilos), Agricultural Interests Tom Mahon (Alternate – 
Lindsey Liebig), Agricultural-Residential Carl Werder (Alternate – Suzanne Pecci), 
Commercial/Industrial Self-Supplied Rob Aragon, Conservation Landowners Ted 
Rauh (Alternate – Barbara Evoy), Public Agencies Self-Supplied Christine Thompson 
(Alternate – Ward Winchell), Omochumne-Hartnell Water District Michael Wackman 
(Alternates – Mark Stretars, Mark Wilson), Rancho Murieta CSD, California-
American Water Company Evan Jacobs (Alternate S. Audie Foster), Sacramento 
Regional County Sanitation District Dave Ocenosak (Alternate Jose Ramirez), 
Golden State Water Company – Vice Chair Paul Schubert (Alternate – Travis 
Anderson)

Agenda Items

1.      CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL - 9:00 a.m.

2.      PUBLIC COMMENT

SECTION I - CONSENT ITEMS

3.      Approval Of The May 13, 2020, Action Summary

The Board package includes the action summary of the May 13, 2020  
Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority (SCGA) Board Meeting.

Recommended action: Approve The May 13, 2020, Action Summary
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SECTION II - HEARING MATTERS

4.      Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development Update

Update on progress in developing the Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
(GSP) for the South American Subbasin.

Recommended action: Information only

5.      Status Report On The Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) For 
         Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) DEVELOPMENT

Status report on the Memorandum of Understanding establishing 
governance and cost sharing for the development of the GSP for the 
South American Subbasin.  Board direction on next steps.

Recommended action: Direct the Chair and Interim Executive Director 
to reopen MOU discussions.

Recommended action: Direct the Interim Executive Director to 
develop and negotiate payment terms with each of the parties to the 
MOU.

6.      Regional Water Authority Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU)

Consider entering into a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Regional Water Authority (RWA) and Sacramento Groundwater Authority 
(SGA) regarding staffing and administrative services.

Recommended action: Adopt Memorandum of Understanding with 
RWA and SGA.

7.      Technical Support Services For Infiltration Well Pilot Project

Consider request to State Department of Water Resources (DWR) for 
technical support services to support Sacramento Area Flood Control 
Agency (SAFCA) infiltration well pilot project.

Recommended action: Direct the Interim Executive Director to request 
Technical Support Services from DWR to support the SAFCA infiltration 
pilot study.
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SECTION III - SEPARATE MATTERS

8.      EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
a. Budget Committee Update
b. Cosumnes Subbasin –

i. Cosumnes Working Group, July 15, 2020, via Zoom.
ii. http://cosumnes.waterforum.org/sustainable-groundwater-
management-act-sgma

c. GEI Contract
d. Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) modifications being
    prepared by Water Forum
e. Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority (SCGA) Board 
    Appointments

9.      DIRECTORS COMMENTS

SECTION IV - MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS
************************************
MISCELANEOUS MATTERS ARE NON-ACTION

ITEMS LISTED FOR THE RECORD ONLY
************************************

10.      Communications  - Received and Filed

Upcoming meetings –
SACRAMENTO CENTRAL GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY –  Wednesday, August 
12, 2020 9:00 AM; Teleconference-Video



AGENDA ITEM 3: APPROVAL OF MAY 13, 2020, ACTION SUMMARY

BACKGROUND:

The Board package includes the action summary of the May 13, 2020 
Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority (SCGA) Board meeting.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Approve the action summary of the May 13, 2020 SCGA Board 
meeting.

3.3.
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ACTION SUMMARY
SACRAMENTO CENTRAL GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Via TELECONFERENCE

ACTION SUMMARY
8400 Laguna Palms Way

Elk Grove, CA 95624

WEDNESDAY May 13, 2020 9:00  AM
 *********************************************************************

ANNOUNCEMENT

In compliance with the directives of the State, County and Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) related to the COVID-19 public health emergency and 
pursuant to the guidelines for social distancing, this meeting location is closed to 
the public. The Board and members of the public are invited to participate via 
Zoom.

To join via Zoom:

https://zoom.us/j/91346746001?pwd=dEhsWEdabU4rZ2lwY3dYeEUvRjhZdz09

Meeting ID: 913 4674 6001
Password: 568104
One tap mobile
1(669) 900-9128 

Dial by your location (Audio Only)
1 (669) 900-9128 
Meeting ID: 913 4674 6001

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/adh2AR9eLe

Public Comments

Members of the public are encouraged to submit public comments via electronic 
mail. Email comments will be accepted until the adjournment of the meeting, 
distributed to the Board of Directors, and included in the record. 

Email: BoardClerk@saccounty.net 

Accommodations

Requests for accommodations pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
should be made with Ramon Roybal by telephone at (916) 874-6826 (voice) and CA 
Relay Services 711 (for the hearing impaired), as soon as reasonably possible, prior 
to the meeting.

https://zoom.us/j/91346746001?pwd=dEhsWEdabU4rZ2lwY3dYeEUvRjhZdz09
https://zoom.us/u/adh2AR9eLe
mailto:BoardClerk@saccounty.net
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SCGA BOARD MEMBERS: City of Elk Grove Bob Murdoch (Alternates - Amittoj 
Thandi), City of Folsom Marcus Yasutake (Alternate –Chair Todd Eising, Kerri 
Howell), City of Rancho Cordova Albert Stricker (Alternate – Vacant), City of 
Sacramento Bill Busath (Alternates – Brett Ewart) County of 
Sacramento/Sacramento County Water Agency Don Nottoli (Alternate – Forrest 
Williams Jr.), Elk Grove Water District/Florin Resources Conservation District Mark 
Madison (Alternate – Bruce Kamilos), Agricultural Interests Tom Mahon (Alternate – 
Lindsey Liebig), Agricultural-Residential Carl Werder (Alternate – Suzanne Pecci), 
Commercial/Industrial Self-Supplied Rob Aragon, Conservation Landowners Ted 
Rauh(Alternate – Barbara Evoy), Public Agencies Self-Supplied Christine Thompson 
(Alternate – Ward Winchell), Omochumne-Hartnell Water District (Alternate Michael 
Wackman), Rancho Murieta CSD Mark Martin (Alternate Gerald Pasek), California-
American Water Company Evan Jacobs (Alternate S. Audie Foster), Sacramento 
Regional County Sanitation District Dave Ocenosak (Alternate Jose Ramirez), 
Golden State Water Company – Vice Chair Paul Schubert (Alternate – Travis 
Anderson)

Absent Members: Commercial/Industrial Self-Supplied- Rob Aragon

Also in attendance: Suzanne Pecci, Mike Koza, John Woodling, Jeffrey Mount, 
Amelia Vankeuren, Jafar Faghih, Bruce Kamilos, Barbara Evoy, Linda Dorn, Dominic 
Gutierrez, Laura Foglia, Dave Underwood, Ali Taghavi, Kerry Schmitz, Erik 
Ringleberg, Jillian Brown, Florence Evans, Jose Ramirez, Jim Blanke, and Clarice 
Thomas

Agenda Items

1.      CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL - 9:00 a.m.

2.      PUBLIC COMMENT

9:10 AM  Board Action: No public comments were received.

SECTION I - CONSENT ITEMS

3.      APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 8, 2020, ACTION SUMMARY

• The Board package includes the Action Summary of the April 8, 2020 SCGA 
Board meeting.

Recommended action: Approve the Action Summary of the April 8, 2020 SCGA 
Board meeting.

9:15 AM  Board Action: Forrest Williams / Brett Ewart  - Approved the April 8, 2020 
Action Summary as amended correcting the name of Warner to Weiner.

AYES: Todd Eising, Brett Ewart, Dalia Fadl, Evan Jacobs, Lindsey Liebig, Mark Madison, Mark 
Martin, Dave Ocenosak, Ted Rauh, Paul Schubert, Amittoj Thandi, Christine Thompson, Mike 
Wackman, Carl Werder, Forrest Williams
NOES: (None)
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ABSTAIN: (None)
ABSENT: Rob Aragon 
RECUSAL: (None)
(PER POLITICAL REFORM ACT (§ 18702.5.))

SECTION II - HEARING MATTERS

4.      GSP DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE

• Progress on GSP Development.

Recommended action: Information item.

9:13 AM  Board Action: Presentation was made by Jonathan Goetz, GEI Consultant. 
No Board action.

5.     ADOPTION OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) ESTABLISHING 
A SOUTH AMERICAN SUBBASIN WORKING GROUP AND IDENTIFYING COST 
SHARE PROVISIONS FOR GSP DEVELOPMENT

• The Memorandum of Understanding establishing governance and cost sharing 
for the development of the groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) for the South 
American Subbasin is complete and is necessary to initiate the basin-wide 
process of developing the GSP.

Recommended action: The MOU negotiating team recommends approval of the 
MOU and authorizing the Executive Director to sign it.

9:23 AM  Board Action: Paul Schubert/ Dave Ocenosak - Approved as 
recommended.

AYES: Todd Eising, Brett Ewart, Dalia Fadl, Evan Jacobs, Lindsey Liebig, Mark Madison, Mark 
Martin, Dave Ocenosak, Ted Rauh, Paul Schubert, Amittoj Thandi, Christine Thompson, Carl 
Werder, Forrest Williams
NOES: (None)
ABSTAIN: Mike Wackman
ABSENT: Rob Aragon 
RECUSAL: (None)
(PER POLITICAL REFORM ACT (§ 18702.5.))
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6.      FISCAL YEAR 2020/2021 BUDGET HEARING

• Presentation of the proposed fiscal year budget for 2020/2021.

Recommended action: Adopt the proposed resolution to approve and fund the 
Authority’s administrative budget for fiscal year 2020/2021 and waive the 
provision for a 20-percent minimum reserve for fiscal year 2020/2021 as 
described in Section 5.01(g) of the Authority’s Policies and Procedures.

10:15 AM Board Action: Ted Rauh/ Christine Thompson - Adopted Resolution No. 
2020-01 approving the Fiscal Year 2020/2021 Budget.

AYES: Todd Eising, Brett Ewart, Dalia Fadl, Evan Jacobs, Lindsey Liebig, Mark Madison, Mark 
Martin, Dave Ocenosak, Ted Rauh, Paul Schubert, Amittoj Thandi, Christine Thompson, Mike 
Wackman, Carl Werder, Forrest Williams
NOES: (None)
ABSTAIN: (None)
ABSENT: Rob Aragon
RECUSAL: (None)
(PER POLITICAL REFORM ACT (§ 18702.5.))

7.      EXTENSION OF SUPPORT SERVICES CONTRACT WITH GEI

• The Authority’s current contract with GEI provides on-call support services for 
SGMA compliance and other tasks related to Authority operations.  Given the 
planned level of effort in the 2020/2021 fiscal year the existing contract is 
sufficient to meet end-of-year service projections for the current fiscal year 
(2019/2020) and until a new contract is executed for fiscal year 2020/2021 to 
continue to provide staffing support.

Recommended action: Waive the competitive proposal process as provided in 
Policies and Procedures Section 300.2 and authorize the Chair to enter into a 
new contract with GEI with a budget of $550,000 for fiscal year 2020/2021. 

11:00 AM  Board Action: Evan Jacobs/ Forrest Williams  - Approved as 
recommended.

AYES: Todd Eising, Brett Ewart, Dalia Fadl, Evan Jacobs, Lindsey Liebig, Mark Madison, Mark 
Martin, Dave Ocenosak, Ted Rauh, Paul Schubert, Amittoj Thandi, Christine Thompson, Mike 
Wackman, Carl Werder, Forrest Williams
NOES: (None)
ABSTAIN: (None)
ABSENT: Rob Aragon
RECUSAL: (None)
(PER POLITICAL REFORM ACT (§ 18702.5.))



5 May 13, 2020

8.      APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

• Appointment of John Woodling as the Interim Executive Director.

Recommended action: It is recommended that John Woodling be appointed as 
the Interim Executive Director of the Sacramento Central Groundwater 
Authority.  This action is contingent on concurrence by the Sacramento County 
Water Agency and the execution of a contract amendment, or new agreement, 
as deemed appropriate. 

11:07 AM Board Action: Todd Eising/ Christine Thompson –Approved the 
appointment of John Woodling as Interim Executive Director of the Sacramento 
Central Groundwater Authority and amended the contract in the last paragraph to 
read, “and/or new agreement, as deemed appropriate.”

AYES: Todd Eising, Brett Ewart, Dalia Fadl, Evan Jacobs, Lindsey Liebig, Mark Madison, Mark 
Martin, Dave Ocenosak, Ted Rauh, Paul Schubert, Amittoj Thandi, Christine Thompson, Mike 
Wackman, Carl Werder, Forrest Williams 
NOES: (None)
ABSTAIN: (None)
ABSENT: Rob Aragon
RECUSAL: (None)
(PER POLITICAL REFORM ACT (§ 18702.5.))

9.      RESOLUTION HONORING DARRELL ECK

• Adoption of a resolution honoring Darrell Eck for his 13 years of service as 
Executive Director of the Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority.

Recommended action:  Adopt the proposed resolution honoring Darrell Eck for 
his service as Executive Director of the Sacramento Central Groundwater 
Authority.

11:30 AM Board Action: Paul Schubert /Brett Ewart - Adopted Resolution No. 
2020-02 honoring Darrell Eck for his 13 years of service as Executive Director of 
the Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority.

AYES: Todd Eising, Brett Ewart, Dalia Fadl, Evan Jacobs, Lindsey Liebig, Mark Madison, Mark 
Martin, Dave Ocenosak, Ted Rauh, Paul Schubert, Amittoj Thandi, Christine Thompson, Mike 
Wackman, Carl Werder, Forrest Williams
NOES: (None)
ABSTAIN: (None)
ABSENT: Rob Aragon
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RECUSAL: (None)
(PER POLITICAL REFORM ACT (§ 18702.5.))

SECTION III - SEPARATE MATTERS

10.      EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT

a. Cosumnes Subbasin –
       i. Cosumnes Working Group, May 20, 2020, Zoom Meeting: 
https://cbuilding.zoom.us/j/274723530 | Join audio by phone: +1-669-900-
6833 | Meeting ID: 274 723 530.
       ii. http://cosumnes.waterforum.org/sustainable-groundwater-
management-act-sgma
b. Form 700
c. Budget Quarterly Report

11:40 AM  Board Action: Executive Director Darrell Eck provided updates as 
outlined.  Interim Director John Woodling provided updates regarding the transition 
to GEI and Department of Water Resources.  

11.      DIRECTORS' COMMENTS

11:43 AM Board Action: Director Eising made comments regarding the ad hoc 
committee amendments to the Joint Power Authority Agreement, also announced 
there will be 2x2x2 meeting with Regional Water Authority and Sacramento Central 
Ground Water Authority.

Director Fadl thanked everyone for a great meeting and thanked Director Eck for his 
work with SCGA and encouraged everyone to stay safe and healthy.

Director Ewart announced the City of Sacramento is working on the Groundwater 
Master Plan.

Director Madison spoke about concerns about the Water Transfer notification and 
thanked Director Eck for his services.

Director Werder asked that the Board revisit policy and procedures for expiring 
terms and boundary changes.

Director Thompson thanked Director Eck for his services to SCGA.

Director Wackman spoke about the conservation grant.

Director Jacobs thanked Director Eck for his services.

Director Ocenosak thanked Director Eck, Ramon Roybal and Ping for their services 
to SCGA.

Director Schubert thanked Director Eck for his services to SCGA.
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SECTION IV - MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

****************************************************
MISCELANEOUS MATTERS ARE NON-ACTION

ITEMS LISTED FOR THE RECORD ONLY
***************************************************

Communications - Received and Filed

12.     New Department of Conservation SGMA Watershed Coordinator Grant  
Program, California Department of Conservation, April 10, 2020

13.      2020 Water Transfer Notification, City of Sacramento Department of Utilities, 
Sacramento County Water Agency, and Golden State Water Company, April 
28, 2020

12:05 PM  Board Action: Chairperson Eising requested the clerk poll the members to 
determine if there was interest in scheduling a special meeting to discuss the water 
transfer. The clerk polled the members and a majority of the members were not 
interested in scheduling a special meeting. The subject will be added to a regular 
board meeting agenda.

14.      SGMO NEWS: April Newsletter, DWR, April 30, 2020

15.      May 2020 DWR Updates

Adjourned at 12:40 p.m.

________________________________
Todd Eising, Chair
of the Sacramento Central Groundwater 
Authority Board

ATTEST:_______________________________
  Renae McClain-White, Deputy Clerk, 

Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority Board



AGENDA ITEM 4: GROUNDWATER SUSTAIABILITY PLAN 
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

BACKGROUND:

Since the May 13, 2020 Board meeting the following items have been 
accomplished:

 Meetings of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Working Group 
were held on May 15th, May 22nd, June 5th and June 26th.  

 A Partnering Commitment was signed by all of the GSP Working Group 
members and alternates.

 An updated GSP development and public meeting schedule is attached.
 The Initial Notification to Prepare a GSP has been prepared and will be 

submitted to State Department of Water Resources (DWR).
 The South American Subbasin GSP website is designed and has gone 

live <sasbgroundwater.org>.
 An agenda for the first Public meeting has been developed and 

communication of the event is underway.
 The consultant team meets weekly to coordinate activities.

Pending actions:

 Hold Public Workshop on July 23, 2020 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm.
 Convene recurring GSP Working Group Meetings approximately 

monthly.
 Revise Draft Communication and Engagement Plan. 
 Amend consultant contracts to reflect complete scope for Prop 1 and 

Prop 68 grant work to complete the GSP.

Additional actions and activities necessary for the timely completion of the 
GSP are intended to proceed as described in the attached schedule and the 
Board will be regularly updated on progress.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Information item.

4.4.

file:///C:/Users/jgoetz/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ZT9149IJ/sasbgroundwater.org


Current Schedule for South American 
Subbasin (SASb) Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan (GSP) Meetings 
(subject to change – refer to sasbgroundwater.org website for latest meeting date information) 
July 2, 2020  
 
 
 
The following schedule reflects different types of meetings that have occurred or are planned as part of 
the South American Subbasin (SASb) Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) development effort, as 
described below: 
 
GSPWG: Groundwater Sustainability Plan Work Group (GSPWG) meetings are expected to be “working” 
meetings and are only open to the GSPWG members, member Alternates, SCGA Staff and Consultants.  
Generally the GSPWG meetings will occur monthly, on the third Friday of the month from 9 am to noon, 
with a few proposed exceptions as shown below. Monthly GSP Progress Reports will be summarized and 
posted on the SASb website and reported on during individual GSA Board meetings by GSPWG 
members. 
 
Individual GSA Board Meetings: While Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Board schedules vary, 
it is expected that each GSA Board will present SASb GSP updates at their individual board meetings, 
presented by GSPWG members. This may not be possible for the Sacramento County GSA and the 
Northern Delta GSA, for which special arrangement will need to be made.  It is expected that the SCGA 
Staff and Consultants will attend a total of four (4) GSA Board meetings to present GSP updates, as 
identified below. The Public will be noticed to all GSA Board meetings where the SASb GSP is on the 
agenda. 
 
Public Meetings: Four separate Public meetings will be scheduled to update the public on specific 
topics.  The Public meetings are expected to be held mid-week, and in the evenings, so the general 
public can more conveniently attend.  In addition to the public, expected attendance includes: GSPWG 
members, Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority (SCGA) Staff and Consultants.   
 
Special Stakeholder: By Quarter 3 2020, the GSPWG, SCGA Staff and Consultants will assess the need 
and frequency of Special Stakeholder meetings including but not limited to representatives of 
Disadvantaged Communities (DACs), Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDE), agriculture-residential 
(ag-res), Native American tribes, remediation entities, and adjacent basins.  The meetings for these 
special Stakeholders will be coordinated with the GSPWG.  Attendance of SCGA Staff and Consultants 
will vary, based on specific needs. 
 

TYPE # DATE TOPIC  
2020 

GSPWG 1 May 15 Kick Off Partnering Meeting  



GSPWG 2 May 22 Intro to Sustainable Management Criteria (SMC) / 
Inter-basin coordination 

 

GSPWG 3 June 5 Model overview/status; sustainability goal 
refinement; Info Request 

 

GSPWG 4 June 26 
(1 – 4 pm) 

SMC for Degraded Water Quality (WQ) (intro); 
Communication and Engagement (C&E) Plan 

 

Public #1 July 23  
(6 pm-8 pm) 

GSP Kick Off  

GSPWG 5 July 17 Plan area, SMC for WQ and WQ Monitoring 
Network, Subsidence 

 

GSPWG 6 August 21 Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model (HCM), SMC for 
Surface Water (SW) Depletion (intro) 

 

GSPWG 7 September (To be 
determined 
(TBD)) 

GW conditions, model calibration results, SMC for 
SW Depletion/Groundwater Dependent 
Ecosystems (GDE) 

 

Each GSA 
Board 

1 September Consultant GSP Update  

Special 
Stakeholder  

Q3 September Various Special Stakeholder Meetings as needed  

GSPWG 8 October 16 Historic Water Budget, baseline assumptions, 
SMC for SW Depletion/GDE and Monitoring 
Network 

 

GSPWG 9 November 12 
 

Baseline results, Projected Water Budget, SMC for 
Groundwater (GW) Level/GW storage 

 

Public 
GSPWG 

2 November (TBD) SMC Progress to Date, Monitoring Network  

GSPWG 10 December 11 Sustainable yield/climate change approach, SMC 
for GW Level/GW storage and Monitoring 
Network 

 

2021 
GSPWG 11 January 15 Sustainable yield/climate change results/Rate 

Study/Management Actions intro 
 

Each GSA 
Board 

2 January Consultant GSP Update  

GSPWG 12 February 19 Sustainable yield/Management actions/scenarios  
GSPWG 13 March 19 Management actions/scenarios/Database 

Management System (DMS)/Rate Study 
 

Public 3 March 25  Model, Water Budget, Management Actions  
Special 
Stakeholder 

Q1 January - March Various Special Stakeholder meetings as needed.  

GSPWG 14 April 16 Implementation Plan/Draft Chapters  
GSPWG 15 May 14 Implementation Plan/Draft Chapters  
Each GSA 
Board 

3 June Consultant GSP Update  

GSPWG 16 June 18 Draft GSP [released for 60 day public review]  
Special 
Stakeholder 

Q2 April-June Various Special Stakeholder meetings as needed 
 

 



 
 
 

Public 4 July 15 Draft GSP  
GSPWG 17 July (TBD) WG Comments on Draft GSP  
GSPWG 18 August 20 Public Comments on Draft GSP   
GSPWG 19 September (TBD) Response to Comments on Draft GSP  
Each GSA 
Board 

4 September Consultant GSP update  

Special 
Stakeholder 

Q3 July-September Various Special Stakeholder meetings as needed  

GSPWG 20 October 15 Revised Draft GSP / Response to Comments  
GSPWG 21 November (TBD) If needed  
Each GSA 
Board 
Adoption 
Hearing 

5 November Adoption Hearings for Final Draft 
 
*Special Noticing required 

 

2022 
DWR 1 January 31 GSP Submitted to California Department of Water 

Resources (DWR) 
 



AGENDA ITEM 5: STATUS REPORT ON THE MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING (MOU) FOR GROUNDWATER 
SUSTAINABILITY PLAN (GSP) DEVELOPMENT

BACKGROUND:

Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority (SCGA) and four other 
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSA) in the South American Subbasin 
entered into a Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) to establish the 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Working Group and identify a cost 
share breakdown for GSP development.  Since the adoption of the MOU by 
the five GSAs, Rancho Murieta Community Services District has decided to 
be represented by the Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District 
(Sloughhouse RCD) GSA rather than remaining a part of SCGA.  The cost 
sharing provisions of the MOU did not envision this change, so that the MOU 
underestimates the equitable cost share attributable to Sloughhouse RCD.  
Similarly, Reclamation District 551 is an exclusive GSA, but is considering 
becoming a part of the Northern Delta GSA, which may require amendment 
of the MOU as well.

While the MOU estimated costs and allocated a breakdown of responsibility 
to each of the five GSAs, a more detailed and binding agreement is needed 
to identify the terms of invoicing and payment for SCGA to recover its 
expenditures in administering the GSP.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Recommended action: Direct the Chair and Interim Executive 
Director to reopen MOU discussions.
Recommended action: Direct the Interim Executive Director to 
develop and negotiate payment terms with each of the parties to the 
MOU and return to the Board for approval of the updated terms.

5.5.





AGENDA ITEM 6: REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING

BACKGROUND:

At the March 11, 2020 meeting, the Sacramento Central Groundwater 
Authority (SCGA) Board indicated its desire to pursue an arrangement 
whereby staffing and administration of SCGA is performed by the Regional 
Water Authority (RWA) under an agreement similar to that between the 
Sacramento Groundwater Authority (SGA) and RWA.  A 3x2 group that 
includes the Chairs and Vice Chairs of RWA, SGA, and SCGA met on several 
occasions to discuss the potential for such an arrangement. The 3x2 group 
last met on May 20th and determined that a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) among the three Authorities would be a useful tool to move 
discussions forward in a collaborative manner.  

The proposed MOU was approved by the SGA Board on June 11, 2020.  The 
RWA Executive Committee considered the MOU on June 24, 2020 and 
recommended Board approval.  The RWA Board will consider the MOU on 
July 9, 2020.

Should the MOU be approved by the Authorities, an ad hoc committee (3x3) 
will be created to facilitate discussions and negotiations. The proposed 3x3 
will include the Chair and Vice Chair of RWA, SGA, and SCGA, as well as an 
additional member of the Board of Directors of each. The makeup of each 
AUTHORITY delegation will include one individual who represents an entity 
that is exclusive to that AUTHORITY, i.e. not a member of more than one 
AUTHORITY. The 3x3 ad hoc committee will include the Executive Director of 
RWA/SGA and the Interim Executive Director of SCGA, with additional staff 
support as needed. 

Principles defined in the MOU include:

 Updates on the progress of discussions are to be provided to the Board 
of Directors of each AUTHORITY regularly. 

 At the appropriate time and as needed, each AUTHORITY will be 
represented by and be responsible for its own attorney(s) and legal 
costs to review any agreement among the AUTHORITIES. 

 Operational and administrative as well as governance changes may be 
needed to implement an effective collaborative solution. 

 Any potential operational or governance agreement among the 
AUTHORITIES shall be beneficial to each in its own right, both 
financially and in terms of the level and quality of services provided. 
The Boards of the independent AUTHORITIES will make this 
determination. 

6.6.



Implementation of any operational or governance agreement shall be 
structured and phased in a manner that minimizes disruption of ongoing 
operations of each AUTHORITY.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt Memorandum of Understanding with Regional Water Authority 
and Sacramento Groundwater Authority.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A STRATEGY FOR SHARED OPERATIONS of 
the REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY, the SACRAMENTO GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, and the 

SACRAMENTO CENTRAL GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 

 

WHEREAS, water resources planning and implementation in the greater Sacramento area has benefitted 
considerably from collaborative and regional approaches to problem solving; and  

WHEREAS, the REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY (RWA), the SACRAMENTO GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 
(SGA) and the SACRAMENTO CENTRAL GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY (SCGA), collectively referred to 
hereinafter as “the AUTHORITIES” have a common purpose in their respective formations to implement 
elements of the Sacramento Water Forum Agreement (Water Forum); and 

WHEREAS, the RWA was formed in 2001 to assist its water purveyor members in implementing a 
regional conjunctive use program to meet commitments under the Water Forum; and  

WHEREAS, the SGA was formed in 1998 to manage the groundwater basin underlying Sacramento 
County north of the American River (the North Area), in satisfaction of the Groundwater Management 
Element of the Water Forum; and  

WHEREAS, the SCGA was formed in 2006 to manage the groundwater basin underlying a portion of 
Sacramento County south of the American River (the Central Area), in satisfaction of the Groundwater 
Management Element of the Water Forum; and 

WHEREAS, the Water Forum is beginning a process to evaluate and revise the Agreement to reflect 
changes that have occurred in the two decades since its signing and provide a framework for the future; 
and  

WHEREAS, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), passed as state law in 2014 provides 
for additional responsibilities and authorities for groundwater management and will require 
coordination between the SGA and SCGA, which have elected to become Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies, the responsible entities under SGMA; and  

WHEREAS, the AUTHORITIES share a number of common water purveyor members that have seats on 
the Boards of Directors of two or three of the independent agencies; and  

WHEREAS, the RWA and the SGA have entered into an agreement to share costs and certain operational 
staff, and with RWA acting as the employer of all staff; and  

WHEREAS, the SCGA is seeking to enter into a similar agreement for administration by RWA; and  

WHEREAS, the AUTHORITIES recognize a potential to gain mutual benefit by exploring opportunities for 
shared approaches to operations;  

 

THEREFORE, the AUTHORITIES agree through this Memorandum of Understanding to work 
cooperatively towards an integration of SCGA into the existing joint operation of RWA and SGA, subject 
to the following framework and guiding principles. 



1. Discussions and negotiations will be conducted by a “3x3” ad hoc committee consisting of the 
Chair and Vice Chair of RWA, SGA, and SCGA, as well as an additional member of the Board of 
Directors of each.  The makeup of each AUTHORITY delegation should include one individual 
who represents an entity that is exclusive to that AUTHORITY, i.e. not a member of more than 
one AUTHORITY.   

2. The 3x3 ad hoc committee will include the Executive Director of RWA-SGA and the Interim 
Executive Director of SCGA, with additional staff support as needed. 

3. Updates on progress will be provided to the Board of Directors of each AUTHORITY regularly. 
4. At the appropriate time and as needed, each AUTHORITY will be represented by and be 

responsible for its own attorney(s) and legal costs to review any agreement among the 
AUTHORITIES. 

5. Operational and administrative as well as governance changes may be needed to implement an 
effective collaborative solution. 

6. Any potential operational or governance agreement among the AUTHORITIES shall be beneficial 
to each in its own right, both financially and in terms of the level and quality of services 
provided.  The Boards of the independent AUTHORITIES will make this determination. 

7. Any potential operational or governance agreement among the AUTHORITIES shall strive to be 
beneficial, or be at least neutral, to each AUTHORITY, both financially and in terms of the level 
and quality of services provided. 

8. Implementation of any operational or governance agreement shall be structured and phased in 
a manner that minimizes disruption of ongoing operations of each AUTHORITY. 
 

 



AGENDA ITEM 7: TECHNICAL SUPPORT SERVICES FOR 
INFILTRATION WELL PILOT PROJECT

BACKGROUND:

At the March 11, 2020 meeting, the Sacramento Central Groundwater 
Authority (SCGA) Board was briefed by Tim Washburn of the Sacramento 
Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) on efforts to explore Flood-Managed 
Aquifer Recharge (Flood-MAR) projects in the South American and Cosumnes 
Subbasins that will benefit both flood protection and groundwater 
recharge.  SAFCA is proceeding with exploratory geophysical surveys on a 
large parcel in eastern Sacramento County to assess the feasibility and 
placement of infiltration wells.  The pilot study is designed to evaluate 
whether infiltration wells are a sound recharge alternative for areas of the 
county subject to future development.  SAFCA has discussed the possibility 
of receiving drilling and geologic exploration services from State Department 
of Water Resource’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Office that will 
augment the geophysical results.  A formal request for such services must 
come from the Groundwater Sustainability Agency, and SAFCA is seeking 
SCGA support for such a request.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Direct the Interim Executive Director to request Technical Support 
Services from State Department of Water Resources to support the 
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency infiltration pilot study.

7.



AGENDA ITEM 8: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

a) Budget Committee Update
b) Cosumnes Subbasin –

i. Cosumnes Working Group, July 15, 2020, via Zoom.
ii. http://cosumnes.waterforum.org/sustainable-groundwater-

management-act-sgma
c) GEI Contract
d) Groundwater Sustainability Agency modifications being prepared by 

Water Forum
e) Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority Board Appointments

8.
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